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The UbD™ guide that
started it all.
This expanded second edition of ASCD's
best-selling book gives educators everything they need to design lessons, units,
and courses that lead to improved
student performance. It includes a
template for creating curriculum units
based on the breakthrough "backward
design" method, guidelines on how to
frame the "big ideas" students need to
understand, better ways to develop
"essential questions," and more.

The best of both
worlds: UbD™ meets
neuroscience.
This guide merges insights from
neuroscience with Understanding by
Design® to enable educators to craft
units of instruction and authentic
assessments that emphasize understanding rather than recall. Educators
at all levels will learn how to design
and implement units that empower
teachers and students to capitalize on
the brain's capacity for learning.
ISBN: 9781416627340 | (April 2019) 7” x 10”, 186 pages | Price: $31.95
Rights sold: Chinese (simplified), Korean

ISBN: 9781416600350 | (March 2005) 8-1/2” x 11”, 370 pages | Price: $37.95
Audience: K–12 principals & teachers, education leaders

UNDERSTANDING BY DESIGN® FRAMEWORK
The Understanding by Design® framework (UbD™ framework) offers a
planning process and structure to guide curriculum, assessment, and
instruction. Its two key ideas are contained in the title: 1) focus on teaching
and assessing for understanding and learning transfer, and 2) design
curriculum “backward” from those ends. Millions of teachers worldwide use
the UbD™ framework, created by the late Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe, to
get a handle on standards, align programs to assessments, and guide teachers
in implementing a standards-based curriculum that leads to student understanding and achievement.

ASCD ARIAS®

Tools to troubleshoot
unit design problems.

Professional development
for UbD™ framework
implementation.

This guide by the creators of the Understanding by Design® framework identifies
the 25 most common problems in unit
design and recommends how to fix
them—and avoid them. It offers practical
tools to help educators use the process of
backward design to troubleshoot their
units and achieve tighter alignment and
focus on learning priorities.

This in-depth resource for workshops,
curriculum teams, and teacher training
is designed to give all staff members a
firm grasp of key UbD™ principles. It
includes a collection of templates, design tools, examples, and exercises as
well as steps for implementing UbD™
systemwide and for conducting a peer
review of unit designs.

ISBN: 9781416620440 | (April 2015) 5” x 7-3/4”, 64 pages | Price: 12.99
Audience: K–12 principals & teachers, education leaders
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ISBN: 9780871208552 | (2004) 8-1/2” x 11”, 295 pages | Price: $31.95
Audience: K–12 principals & teachers, education leaders
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UbD™ design tools to create
high-quality units.
Designed for both experienced curriculum designers and those new to the
Understanding by Design® framework,
this guide delivers design tools and the
updated UbD™ unit Template 2.0. The
template is illustrated with fresh unit
samples, and readers have access to
more than 100 additional pages of
online resources, including additional
unit examples and helpful responses to
frequently asked questions.

The essential companion
toolkit for creating highquality units.
To make it as easy as possible to
create curriculum that leads to deep,
meaningful learning, this companion
to The UbD Guide to Creating HighQuality Units features hands-on modules complete with worksheets, models, and self-assessments that are
essential for building more polished
and powerful units.
ISBN: 9781416614098 | (March 2012) 8-1/2” x 11”, 134 pages | Price: $28.95
Audience: K–12 teachers

ISBN: 9781416611493 | (March 2011) 8-1/2” x 11”, 119 pages | Price: $28.95
Audience: K–12 principals & teachers, education leaders

UbD™ to support English
learners in language and
content learning.

Team UbD™ and
differentiated instruction
for maximum learning.

Student profiles, real-life classroom
scenarios, and sample units and lessons
show teachers how to use the UbD™
framework in culturally and linguistically
diverse classrooms. Combining these
practical tools with findings from an
extensive research base, the authors
deliver an authoritative guide for
ensuring that all students have equitable
access to high-quality curriculum and
instruction.

Leading experts on differentiated instruction and UbD™ show how to use the
power of both approaches to provide
teachers with specific teaching targets
and flexible ways to reach them. Find out
how a curriculum built on the goal of
student understanding, integrated with
instructional approaches that emphasize
reaching every learner, can ensure all
students are learning at maximum levels.

ISBN: 9781416626121 | (July 2018) 8-1/2” x 11”, 285 pages | Price: $42.95
Audience: K–12 principals & teachers, education leaders

ISBN: 9781416602842 | (October 2006) 7” x 9”, 197 pages | Price: $28.95
Audience: K–12 teachers

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDES

Designing and Using
Essential Questions
Essential questions (EQs) are an important
part of effective curriculum design and are
used to encourage higher-order thinking,
engage learners in deepening their understanding of big ideas, and enable students
to transfer concepts learned to new situations. This guide shows educators how to use
EQs to create a culture of inquiry.
ISBN: 9781416624486 | (May 2017)
8-1/2” x 11”, 3 laminated panels (6 pages) | Price: $12.95
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The Fundamentals of
Understanding by Design
This quick reference guide from Jay
McTighe covers UbD’s key tenets and
three-stage “backward design” process
and introduces the framework’s design
templates and quality standards. It also
explains key vocabulary and explores
essential aspects of unit construction.
ISBN: 9781416627418 | (August 2020)
8-1/2” x 11”, 3 laminated panels (6 pages) | Price: $12.95
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E D U C AT I O N T H O U G H T L E A D E R

Jay McTighe
Jay McTighe has a wealth of experience and a rich and varied career in education. He has experience as a classroom
teacher, resource specialist, and program coordinator and has coauthored more than a dozen books, including the
Understanding by Design (UbD®) series with the late Grant Wiggins. Millions of educators around the globe use the Understanding by Design® framework to manage standards, align programs to assessments, and guide teachers in implementing
a curriculum that leads to student understanding and achievement. He served as director of the Maryland Assessment Consortium, a collaboration of school districts working to develop and share formative performance assessments and helped
lead standards-based reforms in the state. He directed development of the Instructional Framework, a multimedia database
on teaching, and has coordinated efforts to develop instructional strategies, curriculum models, and assessment procedures
for improving the quality of student thinking.

Create deeper learning with these tools for meaningful
learning and assessment.
Aimed at the growing number of educators who are looking to move beyond covering the curriculum, the comprehensive guide ensures students' deeper learning—in which they can transfer their
knowledge, skills, and understandings to the world beyond the classroom. Teachers will learn how
to create authentic tasks and projects; apply task frames to design performance tasks that allow
voice and choice for students; design and use criterion-based evaluation tools and rubrics for
assessment; incorporate performance-based instructional strategies needed to prepare students
for authentic performance; differentiate tasks and projects for all students; and much more.
ISBN: 9781416628361 | (February 2020) 8” x 10”, 254 pages | Price: $33.95
Rights sold: Chinese (simplified characters), Korean

OTHER GROUNDBREAKING TITLES
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JAY MCTIGHE & JUDY WILLIS, M.D.

Upgrade Your Teaching
Understanding by Design Meets Neuroscience
How can educators leverage neuroscience research about how the human brain learns? How can this information improve curriculum, instruction, and assessment so students achieve deep learning and understanding in all subject areas? Merging insights from
neuroscience with Understanding by Design®, the authors translate research into practical how-to guidance that enables educators
at all levels to design and implement units that empower teachers and students to capitalize on the brain's tremendous capacity for
learning.
ISBN: 9781416627340 | (April 2019) 7” x 10”, 186 pages
Audience: K–12 teachers, education leaders | Price: $29.95

AMY J. HEINEKE & JAY MCTIGHE

Using Understanding by Design in the Culturally and Linguistically Diverse
Classroom
How can today’s teachers, whose classrooms are more culturally and linguistically diverse than ever before, ensure that their
students achieve at high levels? How can they design units and lessons that support English learners in language development and
content learning—simultaneously? Authors Amy Heineke and Jay McTighe provide the answers by adding a lens on language to
the widely used Understanding by Design® framework for curriculum design, which emphasizes teaching for understanding, not
rote memorization.
ISBN: 9781416626121 | (July 2018) 8-1/2” x 11”, 285 pages
Audience: K–16 teachers & educators | Price: $42.95

JAY MCTIGHE & GRANT WIGGINS

92,000 copies sold!

Essential Questions
Opening Doors to Student Understanding

Essential questions help target standards as teachers organize curriculum content into coherent units that yield focused and
thoughtful learning. They are used to stimulate discussions and promote a deeper understanding of the content. This practical
guide shows how to design, initiate, and embed inquiry-based teaching and learning in the classroom.
ISBN: 9781416615057 | (April 2013) 8-1/2” x 11”, 134 pages
Rights sold: Arabic, Chinese (simplified & complex), Korean, Spanish
Audience: K–12 teachers, educators | Price: $26.95

GRANT WIGGINS & JAY MCTIGHE

The Understanding by Design Guide to Advanced Concepts in Creating and
Reviewing Units
This companion to The UbD Guide to Creating High-Quality Units helps teachers take their work to a higher plane. This volume features a set of hands-on modules containing worksheets, models, and self-assessments that are essential for building more polished
and powerful units. Modules address how to unpack standards, identify valid criteria and build great rubrics, sharpen essential
questions and understandings, differentiate the learning plan, and self-assess and obtain and use feedback from peers. The authors provide rich examples and useful tips that have helped designers all over the world develop effective units and courses.
ISBN: 9781416614098 | (March 2012) 8-1/2” x 11”, 130 pages
Rights Sold: Arabic, Chinese (simplified & complex characters), Korean | Audience: K–12 teachers | Price: $28.95

GRANT WIGGINS & JAY MCTIGHE

Understanding by Design Guide, Expanded 2nd Edition

475,000 copies sold!

Drawing on feedback from thousands of educators around the world who have used the UbD framework, the authors revised and
expanded their original work to guide educators across the K–16 spectrum in the design of curriculum, assessment, and instruction.
With an improved UbD Template at its core, the book explains the rationale of backward design and explores in greater depth
the meaning of such key ideas as essential questions and transfer tasks. Readers will learn why the familiar coverage- and activity
-based approaches to curriculum design fall short, and how a focus on the six facets of understanding can enrich student learning.
ISBN: 9781416600350 | (March 2005) 8-1/2” x 11”, 370 pages
Rights Sold: Arabic, Chinese (simplified & complex characters), Hebrew, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Spanish, Turkish
Audience: K–16 principals & teachers, education leaders | Price: $37.95
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